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ST. PETERSBURG – With
temperatures reaching well into
the 90s, Mayor Rick Kriseman announced the winners of the 2018
Youth Development Grants this
Tuesday on the inside steps of
City Hall. In the air-conditioned
vestibule, 35 organizations were
congratulated and presented with
checks.
A total of $250,000 was allocated for this year and was distributed to 35 local non-profit
organizations. Funding amounts
range from $700 up to $22,500.
Non-profit organizations in good
standing that are located within

PAGES 2 - 13
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young people in our community.”
The eight-member review
committee consisted of Sonja Felton, Caprice Johnson, Dr. David
E. Krahl, Sheena Lewis, Dr. Kate
Pravera, Dr. LaShawn ProctorGomillion and high school student Annara Sadiki.
Committee Vice Chair Sonja
Felton said the process was pretty
extensive. All of the committee
members read through each of
the grant applications and provided scores based on the impact
they were going to have on the
community, the fiscal soundness
of the organization and the number of youth that the organization
would be serving through their
See GRANTS, page 10

St. Pete Strong Youth Conference shines
in its third year
BY J.A. JONES

NEWS

the municipal boundaries of St.
Pete and provide services to atrisk youth were eligible to apply
for funding.
As part of the process, the city
established an eight-member volunteer review committee to evaluate the grant applications and
make recommendations to
Mayor Kriseman.
“Each committee member
brought something unique to this
team,” said Reggie Reed, chair of
My Brother’s and Sister’s Keeper
Youth Development Grant Committee. “We all have the same
goals in mind, and that was to ensure that the youth in our city was
provided with the resources necessary that would inspire the

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Smart
money management was one of
the topics on the table – not in a
roomful of bank execs, but before
a group of middle schoolers – at
the 2018 St. Pete Strong Youth
Conference at SPC on June 22.
“So…Steph Curry started out
with 34 million – but what did he
actually take home?” called out
Charles Keeley, a financial advisor
heading the Money Management
workshop.
“Fifteen million!” replied 13year old Aysha, carefully observing the PowerPoint.
“So, this is why athletes end
up growing broke because they’re
thinking, ‘oh, I got all these mil-

lions, now I can ball out,’” nods
Keeley.
“And then they spend the rest
money on cars and stuff!” asserted 10-year-old Jaden – just
one of 200 students that attended
workshops in computers, career
mapping, money management
and other presentations.
Deonte Thompson, founder
and executive director of the
Dreamfaith Foundation, is behind
the vision to help St. Pete youth
empower their dreams. Started in
2008, the foundation’s board is
largely comprised of St. Pete natives who might have moved up
and out, but whose heart is still in
the community.
“I used to travel around to different prisons talking to kids 16,
17 years old with 30-year sen-

tences, 25-year sentences, life sentences,” explained Thompson,
who went to The Boca Ciega
High School and FAMU, and now
lives in Texas. “I I figured out
pretty early we need to reach

Andrew D. Gillum
PINELLAS COUNTY - Growing up, my grandmother always
told us to go to school, mind our
teachers, get our lesson, and
bring that education home — for
our brothers, our baby sister,
and the kids in our neighborhood.
She wanted us to know we
were responsible for more than
ourselves—we are also responsible for our family and our neighborhood, and everyone around
us.
My grandmother knew then
what I know now — that if we
were going to get anywhere, we
would get there together. And
that’s why I’m running for governor — because too many of our
leaders have lost sight of the collective, that we’re all in this together.
My parents are the two hardest-working people I know: my
mother as a bus driver and my father as a construction worker. I
was the first in my family to graduate high school and college,
and then my baby brother and
sister graduated after me. A
good public education, and loving and caring teachers and staff
who poured love, time and attention into me helped me break
our cycle of intergenerational
poverty.
I wouldn’t be writing you
today as a candidate for governor of Florida or as a proud graduate of Florida A&M University
had it not been for the encouragement and help I received
from Ms. Alexandria at Westwood Middle School and Mrs.
Awbrey at Gainesville High
School. They went above and beyond the requirements of their
job, like so many teachers do.
But I knew it wasn’t enough
for me to become the first in my
family to go to college — it was
my duty to make sure I wasn’t
the last. The Democratic Party
and progressive philosophy created a way up and a way out for

See STRONG, page 3
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Voting restrictions upheld by
Supreme Court

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

BY ATTORNEY JACQUELINE HUBBARD
ASALH President

She breaks stereotypes
What happens when you want to
stretch, but the “box” you have been
placed into restricts your movement?
Do you knock the walls down and face
a world seemingly unknown, or do you
remain in the confines of suffocating
entrapment?
Meet Carol Diahann Johnson, better known as Diahann Carroll. Carroll,
at the height of her career, was an actress, singer and model. In 1962, she
became the first African-American
woman to win the Tony Award for Best
Actress for the role of Barbara
Woodruff in the musical “No
Strings.” Carroll was born on July 17,
1935.
When Carroll was 18 years old, she
got her big break. She was a contestant
on a television show called “Chance of
a Lifetime” in which she sang her rendition of a song entitled “Why Was I
Born?” She won the singing contest
that night, as well as, the following four
weeks. Afterwards numerous opportunities followed.
Carroll acted in a number of the earliest major studio films, as well as on
Broadway, that featured black casts. In
1968, she starred in a weekly television
series called “Julia,” which was one of
the first television shows to star a black
woman in a non-stereotypical role.
In it, Carroll played a widowed single mother who was a nurse in a doctor’s office at a large aerospace
company. The show was well-received.
In 1969, Caroll’s role won her
the Golden Globe Award for “Best Ac-

tress In A Television Series.”
Before “Julia,” the majority of
African-American characters were usually servants.
After “Julia,” Carroll played Dominique Deveraux, a successful and
wealthy singer in the primetime soap
opera “Dynasty.” Would we have seen
Dominique Deveraux so soon if Carroll
turned down the opportunity to play
Julia — if she remained in the box?
As a child, Carroll’s parents encouraged and supported her desire to reach
her fullest potential. In the midst of
racial and gender injustice, and before
the Civil Rights Act Of 1964, Caroll’s
parents enrolled her in dance, singing
and modeling classes. By the age of 15,
she was modeling for “Ebony” magazine. In the midst of “you can’t,” she
did.
Carroll is the recipient of numerous
stage and screen nominations and
awards. On the way towards possibility,
when external messages screamed
“impossible,” she knocks down walls.
She breaks stereotypes.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and
other organizations filed a
lawsuit challenging Ohio’s
practice of removing people
who vote infrequently from
its voting rolls, stating that
Ohio’s practice was in violation of the National Voter
Registration Act (NVRA).
The United States
Supreme Court recently upheld, in Husting vs. A.
Phillip Randolph Institute
(cited at 838 F.3d 699), the
State of Ohio’s procedure
that removes voters who
miss out on the opportunity
to vote. The court now permits the State of Ohio to involuntarily remove people
from the eligible voter’s roll
if they did not vote in recent
elections.
The
lawsuit
was
brought by the ACLU,
ACLU of Ohio and on behalf of the A. Philip Randolph
Institute,
the
Northeast Ohio Coalition
for the Homeless, and
Larry Harmon, an Ohio resident who had been purged
from the voter rolls in 2015.
In April of 2016, the U.S.
District Court for the Southern District of Ohio granted
the request for a preliminary injunction, halting
Ohio’s purge practice until
the November 2016 election. In September 2016, the

Court of Appeals for the
Sixth Circuit ruled against
Ohio’s practice as a violation
of the NVRA.
Therefore, two lower
federal courts ruled against
the Ohio practice. However,
on June 11, in a five to four
ruling, the United States
Supreme Court upheld the
Ohio voter purge practice
and allowed removal of infrequent voters from the
registration rolls.
This case considered
the steps that states may
take to maintain voter- registration rolls. Federal laws
prevent a state from removing “the name of any person
from the official list of voters
registered to vote in an election for Federal office by
reason of the person’s failure to vote,” but also says a
state must remove a voter if
the voter does not respond
to a confirmation notice sent
by the State and does not
vote in the next two general
federal elections.

Since 1994, as part of its
voter list-maintenance program, Ohio had sent voters
who lacked voter activity
over a two-year period a
“confirmation notice.” If the
voter did not respond to that
notice and did not vote over
the next four years (including two more federal elections), Ohio removed them
from the eligible voter’s list.
Since the Supreme Court
essentially approved this
practice, it could be adopted
in other states, including
Florida.
Thus, inactivity can remove any voter from the eligible voter’s list under the
circumstances described.
This is another reason to always vote. Don’t take your
voting rights for granted.
You could be removed as an
eligible voter and not know
it.
Check with the Supervisor of Elections to make
sure you are eligible to vote
in the coming elections.

PUBLIC NOTICE
St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA)
PUBLIC HOUSING SITE BASED
2-BEDROOM WAIT LIST OPENING
FOR GATEWAY PLACE, A NO-SMOKING PROPERTY
The first 200 applications will be accepted for Gateway Place, a
Public Housing family development, for 2-bedroom apartments only.
Applications will be accepted ONLINE ONLY, starting at 10:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, July 17, 2018 and closing on July 17, 2018 at 5:00 p.m., or, until
approximately 200 applications have been received, whichever
occurs first. Gateway Place is a 100% SMOKE FREE development.
Applications must be submitted online at https://www.waitlist
check.com/FL2738.
Applications will NOT be available at SPHA’s offices. Telephone,
fax and email requests will not be accepted. Applicants may use any
computer, tablet, or smart-phone with Internet access to apply, including free
use of computers at public libraries.
Applicants who need a Reasonable Accommodation may mail a written
request to SPHA at 2001 Gandy Blvd., N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702.
Reasonable Accommodation requests must be received by July 5, 2018, and
explain why the applicant is unable to use the online application process.
The ranking method of the list will be based on SPHA-established preferences
and the date and time the applications are completed online.

www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly

The Weekly Challenger
RATE
REDUCTION
SPECIAL!

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Advertising

Address: ___________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________________
Phone No:__________________________________________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________
New Subscription _______ (or) Renewal ______
Date: _____________ Amount Paid: $________________ Cash ____ Check ____
Comments: ________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger, P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568

Advertising Dept. 727-896-2922
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY 50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922
DEADLINES

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

THE BLACK PRESS
believes that America can

Volume 50 • Number 43
Published Thursday,
June 28, 2018
16 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2018

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD
ASALH Historian

Why is history important? Some may feel that
history does not serve any
useful purposes. Perhaps
an attitude about history
as a course of study is that
it will not help prepare one
for a job in today’s technology field, develop skills for
the construction industry,
advance sales and services or foster capabilities
in sports and entertainment.
There seems to be no
need to delve into antiquated issues if it does not
put food on the table. Economic growth and full employment are considered
incompatible with past
events that have slipped
from view and pushed behind in our collective
memories.
But wait! History as a
discipline is absolutely
necessary! History matters - it must be passed on
inclusive of the truth with
a variety of information
that can help us as a nation
to understand what, how
and why we are at any
point in time.

History plays a significant role in our personal
and societal lives when
connected together with
past, present and the future factors. Although history can be perceived as a
collection of memories,
analyzed and reduced into
meaningful conclusions,
the collection should be
examined with critical
thinking skills.
Historical information
can be viewed as to how
leaders made good or bad
decisions that worked or
didn’t work for the good of
a “whole” country. History
is literally a concept map,
whereby one can analytically connect similarities
of past events from years
gone by to current events
of today.
With the use of data
about historical events,
patterns that suggest best
practices can be used to
determine future outcomes for people, societies
and
nations
interacting
together.
When significant negative
conditions of the past such
as a pending bad economy, social conflicts, revolution, war, etc., are

ignored, history repeats itself.
Having knowledge for
the sake of knowledge and
understanding of various
facts and stories in connection with dates, time
periods, movements of
people, names of people
and places, wars and rumors of wars will not produce
immediate
gratification of something
tangible. However, history
can provide a type of mental vision or discernment
of how people and societies functioned together.
It shows us how people
in the distant past constructed their lives. It
gives us a glimpse of other
perspectives of the human
experience. Similarly, the
bible gives us a glimpse of
people from another time
period and their experiences and interactions
with the Lord.
American history has
shown the real problems
and complexities that individuals or groups of people have faced in adverse
and socially hostile environments. In spite of certain hostile conditions, we
can see some outstanding

Who needs history?
people through the lens
of history.
We encounter American leaders who successfully worked through
moral dilemmas — Presidents Abraham Lincoln
and Lyndon Johnson —
and how ordinary people
endured with courage,
diligence and constructive dialogue. In collective
historical hindsight, we
can look back and see a
form of moral awakening.
For example, we see
individuals such as Harriet
Tubman and Frederick
Douglass escaping slavery
and then eventually providing moral leadership
for the United States government. With the government’s realization that
slavery was morally
wrong, the country was
able to move forward with
an ethical stand against
slavery.
Another
historical
issue of importance pertaining to American history was that of the Civil
Rights Movement during.
Throughout the world,
there have been several
moral evolutions in different time periods, but it was

the moral evolution of mid20th century America that
resulted in the United
States government addressing human rights
abuses against black people that had been an
American institution for
decades.
Laws were passed to
try and rectify decades of
cruel injustices and calm
the pent-up frustrations.
Yes, positive changes did
happen, yet other social
conditions have developed
during the past 50 years
that need to be addressed.
Most serious at this
point in time, why is black
history
important?
Presently in 2018, the collective “we” must comprehend our dynamic past

well enough so that we
can have a more hands-on
approach as to how we
navigate in present time in
order to ensure a more
positive future outcome
for the descendants of the
diaspora.
We must instill in our
youth an understanding of
who they are, the great
legacy from which they
came and the responsibility of moving forward free
of social, legal, mental,
moral and material shackles.
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired
Pinellas County educator
in the study of history and
language. She is also the
historian for the St. Petersburg Branch of ASALH.

Dreamfaith Foundation encourages middle schoolers to dream big
From STRONG, front page

them way before they get to
that point. So, we focus
more on middle school than
high school students.”
The foundation started
out with a mentoring program, and then quickly
grew to become the “Dream
Big” initiative that created a
computer lab in Childs Park.
Passionate about technology,
Thompson
said
S.T.E.A.M. is “all over the
DNA” of the foundation.
This year’s conference
was held in partnership with
St. Petersburg College. JerJuan Green, director of the
Virginia M. Leonard Community Education Center, is
a big believer in the event.
Like Thompson, he’s also an
engineer who graduated
from Bogie and FAMU.
“The St. Pete Strong
Youth Empowerment Conference is a great way for
youth in our community to
be exposed to STEAMbased opportunities and careers from individuals that
look like and have lived
where they do,” noted
Green.
“When I was young we
didn’t have S.T.E.M. or
S.T.E.A.M. workshops,” offered Thompson. “My
S.T.E.A.M. workshop was
going into an alley, getting a
T.V., breaking it apart, taking the speakers out, and

then daisy-chaining it to my
wall so I could listen to my
music.”
In 2016, the St. Pete
Strong conference at SPC
Allstate Center focused on
law and S.T.E.M. Thompson, an engineer at Dell
computers, brought his own
skillset to the workshops
during that first conference.
“I showed the students
how to take something that
they’re passionate about —
gaming, video games —
and say, ‘hey did you know
that you can make a career
out of gaming? Do you
know the kind of engineers
that are associated with the
gaming industry?’ It’s exposing those kinds of desires and passions to
something they can monetize in the future.”
The second conference
was held at Pinellas Technical College and focused on
trades and high-paying career possibilities for those
interested in certificate programs. This year’s conference was a mix of offerings.
Dreamfaith has continued to bring African-American achievers into the
community to inspire a new
generation.
The 2015 Dream Big initiative brought a summer
speaker’s series with
Edouardo Jordan, who be-

came the first African-American chef to grace the cover
of Food & Wine Magazine.
Jourdan even cooked a meal
for youth at Childs Park.
Judge Patrice Moore, the
first African-American female to serve as Circuit
Court Judge in Pinellas
County
was
another
speaker, among others.
This year’s conference
speaker was Sarasota native,
Hillsborough County assistant principal and awardwinning scholar India
White, who was grateful she
could come back to the
Dreamfaith Foundation and
share her story.
Growing up in a low-income house with 10 children, she experienced the
impacts of alcoholism, physical and emotional abuse
and homelessness at an
early age. But hard work
and having the support of a
mentor enabled her to excel
in school, and attain a Gates
Millennium scholarship and
other awards along the way.
“I was able to go from a
homeless shelter to a college dorm overnight,”
shared White, whose hardships and struggles make
her passionate about
Dreamfaith.
“Programs like this are
great because they help kids
with their needs. It was hav-

ing support that made all
the difference in the world.”
White wanted to remind
the youth that while people
may look at her and only
see her successes, everyone has something they
struggle with.
“We all have a story;
we’ve all been through
something. You can still
make it.”
Dreamfaith still needs
support to continue its mission. Thompson said current funding comes from
t-shirt sales, donations from
the community and his
pocket. The cost to do the
conference was more than
$10,000. None of that came
from grants or from the city
– but he hopes to change
that.
In
the
meantime,
Dreamfaith will continue
building the St. Pete Strong
brand.
“The whole theme is,
you’re St. Pete Strong because you’re creative, you’re
intelligent, you have drive,
you’re passionate—all these
gifts that students have, that
are not really tugged out of
them. We’re trying to extract that from their passions and say, ‘how do we
connect that to something
that’s going to propel them
to their future? How do we
give them that guiding

North Star?’”
And while Thompson
wants Dreamfaith to propel
youth to carry out their
biggest dreams, he’s looking for their efforts to offer
concrete results for their
young charges.
“We have this motto: if it
doesn’t work, we’re not
doing it. If it’s not making an
impact, we won’t do it. Be-

cause the whole focus is
changing lives of this next
generation.”
For more information
on the Dreamfaith Foundation and St. Pete Strong, visit
www.dreamfaith.net.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

tional programs, so that
our students graduate
ready to enter a career or
college.
I want to legalize marijuana and stop the overcriminalization of our
young people, because
when we spend more than
$50,000 to incarcerate a
student, but only $7,000 to
educate them, then our
state has gone badly offtrack. I want to reform our
bail system so that being
short on cash is no longer
a prison sentence, and I
want to appoint new
judges in this state who reflect the diversity and
lived experiences of people all across this state.
My pastor talks about
it in the terms of being the
thermostat versus the
thermometer. There are

enough people who are
prepared to take the temperature. There are not
enough people who are
willing to set it. I think I’ve
demonstrated up to this
point that I’ve never had to
take the temperature in
order to do the right
thing.
I believe we are at a
time in our state and our

nation’s history that requires not just people who
quietly agree on these critical issues we are facing,
but people who are going
to be champions, who will
get out and lead on them.
Just like my grandmother said — let’s bring
it home!
Andrew D. Gillum

Letter from gubernatorial candidate Andrew Gillum
From GILLUM, front page

even families like mine,
and so when I began my
career in public service at
just 23 years old, I did so
as a progressive Democrat. My experiences reflected those of average,
everyday Floridians, and
they deserve a champion
now.
For me, being a Democrat has always been
about welcoming people
just as they are. This was
the party that advocated
for my parents growing
up, that didn’t demonize
them. Instead, they fought
for progress for all of us.
And that’s what I’ve
worked to do in my time
on the Tallahassee City
Council, as Mayor of Tallahassee, and what I’ll do
as governor.
When
President

Trump’s executive order
targeted immigrants in
our cities, I protested
loudly and proudly, and
fought to stop him from
tearing these families
apart. This concept of having to choose between security and compassion is
absolutely false. We can
have both, and we must
fight for both.
In fact, I have worked
tirelessly to make Tallahassee a safe haven for all
—and I have done so without resorting to irrational
discrimination. When I refused to repeal ordinances
that prevent shooting
guns in a public park, the
gun lobby sued me. They
thought they could intimidate me with threats of
personal fines, with two
years of litigation, and

with attacks from rightwing interest groups.
They were wrong.
And I’ve worked to
make our City safer — including reforming our
criminal justice system. I
led the effort to “Ban the
Box” so that people who
have paid their debts to
our state can get a good
job that allows them to actually take care of their
family.
As your next governor,
I want to scale up these reforms — and implement
bold policies like passing
a $15 minimum wage that
will actually put more
money in people’s pockets, so that they can work
one job instead of two or
three jobs just to make
ends meet. I want to scale
up our technical voca-
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Fight night at the Coliseum
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Combat came to the Coliseum June 16 as Fire Fist
Boxing
Promotions
hosted “Straight to the
Money,” a night of eight
bouts highlighted by a
championship match up
between Conner “The
Kid” Coyle and Danny “El
Bebo” Pastrana for the
NBA
Intercontinental
Middleweight title.
In a bout scheduled
for eight rounds, Coyle (80, 6 KO) dispatched Orlando’s Danny Pastrana
with a TKO at 2: 50 into
the sixth to nab the middleweight belt and remain
undefeated. Coyle, who
hails from Derry, Ireland,
but fights out of St. Pete,
played it close to the vest
in the early rounds, as he
stalked Pastrana (6-5, 1
KO) cautiously.
Though both fighters
got their digs in during
the opening round, it was

in the second that the tentative Coyle started taking
the fight to Pastrana,
rocking him with a hard
combination to the head
and body. Pastrana did his
nimble best to slip Coyle’s
punches and finished
strong in connecting with
a few of his own right
hands at the end of the
round, but his inability to
defend against Coyle’s assault was already apparent.
The third round found
both fighters in a holding
pattern as they seemed
content to coast after the
energetic second round,
but in the fourth Coyle
showed what an unbeaten
champ looks like as he
picked his spots, systematically landing blows on
the head and body of the
Floridian with razor precision.
In the fifth, Coyle
picked up where he left
off and pummeled Pastrana into a corner where
he connected with a pow-

Photos courtesy of Alex Menendez

erful overhand right. And
as the elusive Pastrana escaped, Coyle later corralled him in the corner
again to rain down more
shots and finish the round
strong.
Following a series of
jabs by Coyle to get in
close, Pastrana showed
life in the sixth as he answered with a huge uppercut, but later in the
round Coyle dealt the
blow he seemed to have
been keeping in his
pocket all night.
He detonated an explosive combination ending with a crushing right
hand to the head of Pastrana, decking “El Bebo.”
Though the determined
but dazed Pastrana managed to get to his feet before the 10 count, referee
Telis Assimenios had
seen enough and waved
the fight off with ten seconds to go in the round.
In the night’s co-main
event, cruiserweight Ivan
Dychko (6-0, 6 KO) of

Rudny,
Kazakhstan,
needed only one round to
destroy a clearly overmatched Michael Marrone (21-9, 15, KO) of
Vero Beach, Fla. The lumbering Marrone looked
awkward from the opening bell—in one of his
only attempts to legitimately land a punch he
lunged, missed and hit
the canvas.
The poised Dychko
landed blows at will,
knocking down Marrone
twice before the fight was
mercifully stopped at 2:19.
Dychko remained undefeated with the win, leaving
his
string
of
consecutive KOs intact.
In the undercard action, featherweight Vincent Jennings (6-5, 4 KO)
of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
scored a majority decision
over St. Pete’s Jose Resendiz (5-2, 3 KO). It was
an action-packed fight
with both fighters gamely
trading blows, and though
a persevering Jennings

spent much of the bout
doggedly fighting his way
out of a corner, he
notched the win.
Welters Mark Reyes
(7-0, 5 KO) of Tampa and
Javier Garcia (8-17, 3 KO)
of Gurabo, Puerto Rico,
faced off in a contest
scheduled for six but went
only one as Reyes took it
to the outclassed Garcia
and bashed his way to a
TKO at 2:25.
After connecting with
a thunderous left hand,
Reyes doubled up with a
fierce left hook that
rocked Garcia. After a
wicked right shook Garcia—a shot from which he
never truly recovered—a
stream of blood made its
way down from Garcia’s
forehead as he tried to
hold on and absorb a
firestorm of blows from a
tenacious Reyes before
the carnage was stopped.
Reyes kept his record perfect with the win.
In other undercard
bouts, journeyman junior

middleweight and local
boy Ali Tareh (13-14, 6
KO) of St. Pete dropped a
heartbreaker to Lionel
Jimenez (5-23-1, 4 KO) of
Eagle Pass, Texas, as
Jimenez squeezed out a
close split decision.
Heavyweight
Rodriguez Cade (2-1, 2 KO)
of Monroe, Ga., scored a
second round KO over
Gary Kelly (1-7, 1 KO) of
Tallahassee. Joseph Fernandez (8-3, 1 KO) of Arcadia took a win by
decision over Larry Yanez
(4-10-2) in super lightweight match up.
And, bantamweight
Brian Cannady (3-0, 3
KO) of Ft. Myers kept his
record spotless by spoiling the pro debut of
Michael Wooten (0-1) of
Chattanooga, Tenn., as he
won with a fourth round
TKO.
The next fight night at
the Coliseum is scheduled for Oct. 6.

Gaither High School in
Tampa, the Senior Royals
took first place in the
Stand Battle category.
This competition is a faceto-face battle with another
team dancing to three different tempos of randomly selected music.
In the Walk Through
category, which is when
competitors dance for

three minutes around the
perimeter of the basketball court or the dance
floor, they took second
place. And in the Takeoff
competition that requires
a five-minute dance performance representing
your city, the hoofers
placed third.
“We gained some
fans, and we continue to

press on,” said Redenburg. “Our coaches are
phenomenal with developing our team and growing
each participant.”
Redenburg said sometimes the dance competitions can get so intense
that groups lose focus on
the mission, “to empower
the kids, adults and support the art of dance.”

Competing at least
once a month, the Code
Red Royals practice on
Monday through Wednesday from 6-8 p.m. at Lake
Vista Recreation Center.
For more information, call
(727) 276-2799.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Code Red Royals
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
All it takes is for the music
to come on and the young
dancers from Code Red
Royals explode into hypnotic gyrations that cover
the dance floor and send
the audience into a frenzy
of applause.
A youth development
organization that embraces student development
through
the
performing arts, Code
Red Royals features competitive dance and cheerleading teams, which
promote self-discipline,
healthy bodies and student achievement. Their
goals and objectives are to
uplift and motivate individuals to continue to
strive for excellence.
Established in 2016,
the team consists of 30
members in three age
groups, ranging in age
from 4-19 years old: Baby
Royals (4-10), Junior Royals (11-14) and Senior
Royals (15-19).
With so many youths
wanting to dance but lacking the skills to compete,
Code Red Royals founder
knew he had to do something that was positive
and would keep the kids
off the streets.
“I couldn’t take know-

ing there were youths
who felt left out but had a
desire to dance,” said
Jearell
Redenburg,
founder of Code Red.
Redenburg said he
didn’t have much of a
dance background, but he
was a cheerleader and
had been coaching for
years. At the very least,
he knew how to bring cohesion to a group.
He began by teaching
his pupils the basics. In
order to be competitive,
they needed to learn
about the bounce, an energetic style of New Orleans hip-hop music. A
call-and-response style
popularized by subculture
groups in the Big Easy
such as the Mardi Gras
Indians, the genre has
been around since the late
1980s.
“It’s like hip-hop, but
it’s a little different. It has
a different twist to it, and
you can mix different
styles like jazz, lyrical, hiphop, majorette and cheerleading combined into
one,” stated Redenburg,
admitting that mixing all
of the genres together can
be challenging.
The team got off to a
rousing start, winning
several competitions. In
the National Takeoff
Competition held at

Eta Rho Chapter celebrates Men’s Day
BY TOM PACKER
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Eta Rho Chapter
was honored Sunday,
June 24 during the Men’s
Day program at New
Faith Free Methodist
Church.
Four members of the
chapter were selected to
receive community service awards for their outstanding contributions to

the city and communities
in which they live: Bro.
Dr. Kenyon Forte, Bro.
Deacon Glenn Bailey,
Bro. Mordecai Walker
and Bro. Robert W.
Smith, Sr., posthumous.
The speaker for the
hour was also an Omega
man, Bro. Henr y Johnson, a college recruiter
and community relations
coordinator. Bro. Johnson encouraged the congregation to always be
true to themselves and

keep their faith in spite of
trials and tribulations.
New Faith is well
known for their recognition of organizations
within the city that provide superior service and
support to the people.
Eta Rho Chapter wishes
to express their sincere
gratitude to Senior Pastor Rev. Curtiss L. Long
and the Men’s Day committee chaired by Samuel
G. Smith.
Bro. Glenn Bailey, left, and Bro. Mordecai Walker accepting their awards.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Citizen Advisory Committee holds first CRA Summer Summit
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The South St. Petersburg
Community Redevelopment Area (CRA), established by the city in 2015,
held its first summit, a public meeting hosted by the
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) at the Enoch
Davis Center Tuesday, May
19.
The summit’s goals
were to offer an overview of
activity in the CRA since its
inception, give an update on
key projects inside and
around the targeted area
and hear community concerns, suggestions and
input for the new budget.
Some of the highlights
of the presentation revealed
the following findings regarding the CRA’s effectiveness up to this point.
Major projects completed since 2015 include:
• Callaloo’s at Manhattan Casino
• Deuces Live/I-275
Gateway Feature (Underpass Lighting and Mural
project)
• Workforce Contract

Extension
(extend/increase project with Pinellas
Ex-offender Re-entry Coalition, expand support services for clients)
Major completed/ongoing revitalization projects include:
• St. Petersburg Commerce Park site — Six employers
projected
beginning late summer; at
least 65 jobs with incentives
for hiring CRA and low-tomoderate income residents
• Enoch Davis Youth
Farm project — 36,0000
square feet site with a focus
on STEM, entrepreneurial
training for high school students
• Full-service workforce development program to serve all residents
of the CRA with educational, career certification
and training opportunities,
request for proposal to be
released in Fall 2018
Assessment of Housing and Neighborhood
Revitalization include:
• Few multifamily applications
• Focus more on affordable housing delivery,
single-family renovation
and new construction

• Target market multifamily property owners and
developers
• Incentivize affordability in “Rebates for Residential Rehabilitation” program
Assessment of “CRAdle to Career” education
and workforce training
include:
• Need to broaden
workforce offering to hire
entire CRA community, not
just the “hard to hire”
• Improve and expand
daycare offerings for infants
• Assist family daycare
providers with training/facilities
• Included teen workforce readiness & entrepreneurial training
• Ensure full-time /permanent employment is the
outcome of any “St. Pete
Works!” program
After the initial presentation by city officials and
CAC members, the floor
was opened to residents
who wanted to share comments and suggestions, facilitated by Bob Morrison.
Community response
began with vehement sentiment from members of the
Uhuru Solidarity Move-

ment, who testified regarding the African-American
population’s need to assert
control over the community’s financial future and
called on the city to address
gentrification in the area.
Daphne Lampley of Operation PAR agreed with
members of the audience
who spoke on the need to
address daycare, which the
assessment found wasn’t
well handled up to this
point.
“I think you need to be
able to support daycare
providers with money to enhance their facilities and
whatever they’re providing
for the children, as well as
helping families be able to
pay for the daycare,”
shared Lampley.
Jeffrey Shorter, founder
and director of Second
Chance Life Skills, articulated a concern regarding
the city’s unrealistic stipulations for what organizations
needed to have in pocket
before requesting help.
“In order to get $40,000,
you have to bring $40,000
to the table. Now, even
though you brought your
$40,000, you have to spend
$80,000 to even get that

$40,000 from them. I think
that’s unfair. They don’t
make it easy to help nonprofits,” asserted Shorter.
“I think the CRA should
support cooperative business development,” noted
Judith Turner of Florida
Cooperative Empowered
Economic Development
Corp (CEED). “The People’s Budget Review and
New Deal for St. Pete surveyed 6,000 people the first
time and 1,400 people the
second time and there was
a clear voice that the community wants cooperative
business development.”
But
according
to
Turner, the CRA so far has
not supported those efforts. While Florida CEED
contacted the CRA to apply
for funds earlier in the year,
Turner said she was never
notified about any application process, and the funds
were dispersed without the
organization being able to
apply.
“People are hungry for
jobs and opportunities.
Nothing happens until people get a job. How are they
going to disperse the
money? They must be open
to new ideas,” stated Faye

Watson of Developing and
Building Community Services.
Watson is also working
with long-term educator
Rohland Bryant on developing a surveying field
technician program at the
Public Works Academy
housed at Pinellas Technical College (PTC). However, the CRA’s report
shows neither PTC nor St.
Petersburg College received any money from the
CRA for building workforce
education programs.
Watson expressed a
sentiment that many others
in the room seemed to feel.
“So far, it’s more of the
same, more of the same,
and that needs to change.
We listen, and we listen, but
they already seem to have
their minds made up.
There are too many conditions before funds can get
to organizations; this community still gets crumbs.”
For a full report on the
summit, and information on
the CRA, application periods and grants being offered, visit stpete.org/CRA.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

backs the entire system
rests, can any other solutions be achieved that will
benefit the people of this
city.
Right now, the St. Pete
city government is in the
business of gentrification.
We have the responsibility to make St. Pete bad for
business.
Our platform will be realized. The people will win
this fight.
We saw how the electoral campaigns garnered
international fame and inspired other candidates to

enter the electoral arena on
a reparations platform. The
slogans of “radical times,
radical solutions” and “unity
through reparations” galvanized the African working
class whose voice was
heard in the St Pete election
for the first time in decades.
At the height of the campaign last summer, the candidates led a march of
hundreds of people, including white people, through
downtown St. Petersburg
chanting “unity through
reparations” in solidarity
with the leadership of the

black working class. This is
the first time this has ever
happened, anywhere in the
world.
Communities United for
Reparations and Economic
Development needs you to
join and participate in this
righteous struggle! Big
money politicians no longer
stand a chance. The status
quo will no longer prevail.
We can win!
We are winning!
This Time ‘Til it’s Won!
Make the Southside
Black Again!

This Time ‘Til it’s Won!
ST. PETERSBURG —
Communities United for
Reparations and Economic
Development (CURED),
the grassroots organization
that made its first appearance during the dynamic
local electoral campaigns of
Akile Anai and Jesse Nevel
for city council and mayor
respectively, relaunched in
the beginning of this
month.
At the Uhuru House in
Akwaaba Hall, history was
made as people filed in to
participate in the first organizing meeting chaired by
Anai and Nevel, where
more than 20 people committed to taking on roles to
build a social movement in
St. Pete that fights to halt
the takeover of the black
community with gentrification and police containment.
After the reelection of
Democrat Mayor Rick
Kriseman, the state of the
black community began to
deteriorate at an even faster
pace. Communities transformed almost overnight as
real estate investors strode
through with their hard
hats and clipboards, buying
up all the land on the south
side and pushing black people out of our community.
Another historic black
neighborhood, Jordan Park,
came under siege by the
city government, where the
Kriseman administration
united to raise the entire
housing unit, home for
many of the city’s elderly
black residents. It is an
eerily similar case to that of
the Gas Plant District,
where a baseball dome was
built on top of the black
community.
It is this violent legacy
that CURED intends to end
to build on the legacy of
black power struggle and
resistance. CURED is resolved to build a movement
rooted in the leadership of
the black working class
along with solidarity from
white people who are committed to reparations as the

Akile Anai and Jesse Nevel
center of a genuinely progressive agenda for the future of the entire city.
This organization will
serve as the vehicle to transform public policy, bringing
power to the people and
self-determination to the
black community.
CURED’s goals and objectives are directly attached to the electoral
campaign platforms of reparations and economic development as a genuine
expression of unity with the
black community.
A major campaign being
launched by CURED is the
“Take Back the Dome” referendum, where CURED
will be going out to the people of the city to win petition
signatures to return the
land of the baseball dome,
known as Tropicana Field
Stadium, back over to the
black community as an expression of reparations.
Atop the 86 acres of returned land, we will build affordable housing and
economic development institutions that will attract
and bring back our displaced communities. With
affordable housing units,
we stand to alleviate the cost
of housing for the entire
city.
With the end to gentrification, big money development of downtown; with
worker’s power and updated water resources
equipment, we begin to resolve the issue of sewage in

our water.
With black community
control of the police and a
public policy of economic
development versus a public policy of police containment, we create a genuine
future for black children
and an end to the murders
and brutalization of the
black community by the police.
CURED on the ground
means finally the black
community’s interests will
always be at the forefront, in
the streets and in city hall,
recognizing that ending the
oppression of the black
community is actually the
only progressive stance.
The City of St. Petersburg cannot continue to
build high rises and condominiums on top of the black
community, plant a rainbow
flag in the ground as to
mark the gentrified territory, and call itself progressive.
It’s an insult on the word
and we have to reclaim it.
The only forward stance
is that of reparations to our
community and being vehemently opposed to the
Kriseman agenda of complete erasure of our people
from this city.
CURED is committed to
environmental, social, political and labor related justice
based on the fundamental
principle that only through
addressing the longstanding injustices faced by the
black community, on whose
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South side food truck rally brings in the crowds
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
For the past five years, the
Skyway Plaza Shopping
Center on 62nd Avenue
South has sat practically
empty. Sweetbay closed its
doors, and many businesses followed suit.
Today, a few small stores
remain, but mostly it’s another business graveyard
littering the city.
But neighborhood associations in the area want
to change all of that, with
Greater Pinellas Point
Civic
Association
(GPPCA) leading the way.
With roughly 28,000 residents in a five-mile radius,
the area is in desperate
need of services.
“I drive by here every
other day, and it’s a shame
it’s empty,” said GPPCA
member Tom Lally. “It’s
beautiful with the trees,
but we need businesses
here.”
So tired of waiting for
something to happen,
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GPPCA, with Lally leading
the way, joined up with
some of the smaller neighborhood associations in
that area to hold a food
truck rally in the empty
lot.
Bahama Shores, Lakewood Terrace, Bayou
Highlands and Coquina
Key associations all joined
efforts to spread the word
and ensured that community members stopped by
to partake in the food,
music and the community
atmosphere.
Just last year, the
Urban Land Institute
(ULI) – an organization
consisting of experts in
real estate, economic development, infrastructure
and city planning — came
up with strategies to revitalize the center. They
suggested smaller service-oriented retail shops
and
open-mindedness
when it came to businesses outside the norm.
In addition, ULI recommended both the city
and Brixmor, a real estate
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investment trust that invests in shopping centers,
establish curbside appeal
with sidewalks, bike paths
and increased security to
attract locals to shop
there. The study cost
$18,000 and was paid for
by the city and Brixmor,
who currently holds the
lease until 2020.
But residents feel both
the city and Brixmor are
waiting for the other to
make the first move. Lally
wants something to be
done and encourages
them both to realize that
when you have an event,
people will come out and
support the businesses
there.
He envisions smaller
mom and pop type enterprises such as a barbershop
and
an
entrepreneurial center
where startup companies
can learn the ins and outs
of running their own business.
The city did do its part
in helping to advertise the
food truck rally event.

E E K L Y

They fronted the $1,000
guarantee required by the
food truck association for
10 food trucks to park
their trailers on the lot.
They also printed out
the flyers to make residents aware of the event,
along with the surveys
that the various associations passed out. The surveys asked residents how
often they want to see
events happening in their
area and what type of activities interest them.
“It’s really got to be a
work between the city, the
residents and the businesses coming together,”
he said. “People will come
out.”
Three city council
members made appearances: Steve Kornell from
District 5, District 6’s Gina
Driscoll and Lisa WheelerBowman from District 7.
An estimated 1,000 people
ate from local vendors
such as The Bacon Boss,
Krepelicious Crepes and
Paninis and The Pineapple
Shack to name a few.

C

Vendors were on hand
from local businesses,
which paid a $35 vending
fee, and nonprofits were
not charged. Sasha’s Boutique was one of the few
that had to pay the $35 fee.
Located at 2327 Central
Avenue, the store’s owner,
Latosha Williams, said it
was all worth it.
“I always do the vendor functions if my schedule permits,” she said. “I
knew this would be a wonderful turnout.”
Williams has followed
the Skyway Plaza’s efforts
for some years now. Born
and raised in St. Petersburg, she knows the location and sees its potential
for growth.
“It’s a goldmine,” she
said, having done well for
the day. “This is like a gem
that needs to be polished.”
The
participating
neighborhood associations will assess the success of the food truck rally
and see where they can
improve for upcoming
events. Including neigh-

H A L L E N G E R
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borhood associations further north is also on the
table.
“This could really
catch fire,” said Lally, who
has already attempted to
reach out to communities
in the CRA area. “Very few
of those really have a very
effective neighborhood
association.”
Lally would like to get
associations up and strong
so they can benefit from
the St. Petersburg South
St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area
money instead of rich influences taking the funds.
He also wants all neighborhood association leaders to work together so
their voices are louder and
more effective in making a
change.
“It’s all about community; that’s why it’s so exciting,” he finished.
The neighborhood associations are hoping to
have the next rally in the
Coquina Key Plaza in a
few months.
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Challenges communities to seriously consider adopting or mentoring siblings
Photo courtesy of Jessica Fredericks Photography

TAMPA BAY — We
are experiencing times
when children are being
taken from their homes
and placed in the foster
care system at alarmingly
high rates. The need for
temporary placements is
critical until permanency
can be achieved.
One Church One
Child of Florida is reaching out to families and individuals
in
local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
children pictured here
and the more than 700 like
them who are waiting for
a permanent home and or
mentor. Many of these
children are minorities.
Can you provide a loving, permanent home for
these children or other children like them or consider
becoming their mentors?
Churches are asked to
partner with One Church
One Child in sharing information with congregations and extending
Watch-Care Ministries to
children. Rev. Beverly
Hills Lane, state president
for One Church One
Child of Florida and vice
president for National One
Church One Child, is challenging fellow pastors to
get involved and encouraging families to open
their hearts and homes to
children in foster care.
These series of articles
feature children located in
communities across the
state; they have no family
identified to adopt them.
Will you take the chal-

lenge of opening your
home and family to parenting them?
June’s children highlighted in this article deserve to have a family. Do
pray sincerely for them
and consider making
them a part of your family
through adoption or a part
of your church through
Project Watch-Care for
support and mentoring.
Sierra, 15
As is often the case
with the eldest child,
Sierra has a natural tendency towards caring and
advocating for others, and
also taking charge! She’s
determined to make the
most of her future, and
she works hard to achieve
her goals. When she
grows up, Sierra wants to
be a nurse, a role she’s
well-suited for. Sierra has
a sweet, outgoing personality and she’s never met a
stranger.
Kaye, 14
Kaye is a sweet, playful
young woman with a passionate loyalty towards
her siblings. She admires
Sierra immensely, and she
keeps a watchful eye on
the younger kids. Kaye’s
an ice cream fanatic, and
she loves her friends and
a good nap. If she could
change anything about
herself, she’d choose to be
braver, and the thing she
wants to do most is travel
the entire world!
Cala, 12
Cala thrives when
she’s surrounded by people encouraging her to do

her best and achieve
things she may not think
are possible. She’s a hard
worker with a funny sense
of humor, and she adores
her friends and family.
Cala longs to be nestled in
the safety of a forever family together with her siblings. She’d prefer a home
without dogs, as she’s a little afraid of them!
Jimmy, 9
Jimmy’s a lucky little
dude in a sea of sisters! He
has a heart of gold and the
sweetest little personality.
He works hard at everything he sets his mind to,
whether it’s school or
sports, and he’s becoming
a talented athlete. Jimmy
is friendly and outgoing
and loves being part of a
team.
Lillymae, 8
Here’s the sweet little
caboose to this family
train! Lillymae’s full of life
and laughter, and she’s a
wonderful little girl to be
around. She’s been affectionately nicknamed “the
jackrabbit” as she rarely
slows down. Lillymae is
kind and “dainty,” but put
her on the soccer field,
and you’ve got a whole
other kid to contend with!
She is a true social butterfly who lights up when
she’s around people.
This is a really great
group of kids who love
each other fiercely. They
will thrive together in a
two-parent home that can
give them the love, structure and encouragement
they are so in need of. All
of the kids look forward to

Sierra, Kaye, Cala, Jimmy & Lillymae
having a family that cherishes quality time and
travel.
If you are interested in
knowing more about
Sierra, Kaye, Cala, Jimmy,
Lillymae and other chil-

dren in foster care available for adoption, or if you
would like to become a
foster parent, mentor,
partner or volunteer, contact LaKay Fayson, recruitment coordinator for

One Church One Child of
Florida’s SunCoast Region
at (813) 659-4974 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
Log
on
to
www.ococfl.org for more
information.
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REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

St. Petersburg Toilet Rebate Program
St. Petersburg water
customers can receive
a rebate up to $100 for
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Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

REBATES
REBATES UP
UP TO
TO $100
$100

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

TThis
his program
program iiss cooperatively
cooperatively funded
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of St.
St. Petersburg
Petersburg
Florida W
aterr Management
Management DDistrict.
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nd the
the Southwest
Southwest Florida
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

Experienced certified caregiver
will take excellent care of
your sick/elderly loved ones.
All genders welcome.
Over 20 years experience.
Will do live in.
Please call (754) 207 9822
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JerJuan Green helps youth go full S.T.E.A.M. ahead at the
Virginia M. Leonard Education Center
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
JerJuan Green was busy.
Not just because it was
the second day of the Virginia M. Leonard’s Community Education Center
(VMLCEC) 2018 Summer
Camp session — which
means he’s juggling t-shirt
orders, greeting parents,
completing
enrollment
forms with staff and alternately thanking campers
for being excellent role
models and gently admonishing others who have
fallen out of line.
Green is busy because,
in addition to being VMLCEC’s director, his commitment to the community has
seen him at the helm of encouraging voter participation
among
African
Americans in Pinellas, supporting young entrepreneurs and business people,
fostering youth citizenship
and civic responsibility and
coaching brilliant young
minds to victory as
statewide Brain Bowl
champions.
Green is also busy with
exposing the youth to
S.T.E.A.M (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Math).
“S.T.E.M.
and
S.T.E.A.M is the way of the
future, everything is going
to be involved in that,” as-

serted Green. “So, we most
definitely have to start exposing our kids to that now
so they’ll, number one,
know that it’s out there, and
number two, gain an interest and try to get into that
field.”
Green attributes his
success to being told by
someone at a young age
that he was good in math,
which encouraged him to
consider that as a path after
high school.
After graduating from
The Boca Ciega High
School, he spent four years
as an infantryman in the
army. He then completed
degrees at St. Petersburg
College and Florida A&M
in electrical engineering.
His graduation from
FAMU ushered in the
young engineer’s dream
job, a chance to work at the
Kennedy Space Center.
“I was so excited to be
out there,” said Green who
grew up in the Childs Park
area. “Being able to work
my way up and actually be
at Kennedy Space Center. It
felt really great.”
Unfortunately, the opportunity was short-lived.
When President Obama
downsized the NASA space
program, and the private
sector took it over, Green
was laid off.
“I tell people all the time
I understand why he did it;
I just didn’t like how it af-

fected me.”
He came back to St.
Pete and returned to his
home church, Christ
Gospel. He joined the
church’s Wednesday tutoring program, and with his
math skillset and down-toearth affability, within a
couple of months had such
a huge following that word
reached to the top.
Senior pastor Bishop
Preston Leonard came to
Green with a life-changing
idea about the empty cityowned building across
from the church. He
wanted to hand over the
building with the stipulation
that Green turns it into an
education center.
“It scared the crap out
of me,” said Green, who
thought he’d be back in the
aeronautical field in no
time. “Never thought that
this was something that I’d
be doing long-term.”
But after prayer, counsel and considering the possibilities, Green decided to
take on the challenge. They
named the building and
center after the bishop’s
late wife, and the doors
opened.
Grant support from the
Juvenile Welfare Board encouraged growth. Beginning to see the fruits of his
labor, Green set about engaging in community service organizations and
events that he could tie to

his work as an educator.
He became the president of the Pinellas County
Urban League’s Young
Professional, and now the
group’s community-based
events
encouraged
STEAM activities and
events for youngsters. As
board chair for the MLK
Day of Service, he helped
to develop the Student Ambassadors project that
helps satisfy student’s volunteer requirements for
high school.
As a math coach for St.
Petersburg College’s Brain
Bowl, his 11th and 12thgrade team placed second
in the state, and every
member of his group of five
received college scholarships through the program.
This summer, some of
Green’s young scholars
will be participating in
Duke Energy’s Youth Energy Academy. The youth
will spend two days at the
Duke Energy plant on Weedon Island where they will
learn everything from how
electricity is developed
from the plant to how it
reaches homes as well as
other forms of energy such
as wind and water.
A recent graduate of the
Leadership St. Pete program, Green is eager to see
the VMLCEC grow and believes the center can empower even more youth

with the skills necessary to
be prepared for a technology-based world. And like
any nonprofit, the center is
always in need of funds for
equipment and teaching
tools.
He’d also like to see
more of the community
take advantage of the free
academic program the center offers all year long, noting that the attendance
during the school year dips
dramatically.
“I hear, ‘You’re one of
the best secrets in the city
with everything you’re
doing,’” mentioned Green.

“I kind of like it that way because I like our reputation
to precede us…but I’m
learning that to get that
recognition and assistance,
we have to advertise and
put what we’re doing in the
program — and the services that we provide — out
there.”
For more information
on how you can become involved in the VMLCEC, call
(727) 327-0999 or email
vml.educenter@gmail.com.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

He also posits that the
narrative used to justify
slavery is still connected to
the narrative that is used to
oppress African Americans.
Unless America acknowledges all of this, he argues,
black people will continue
to face the consequences of
this legacy.
Through celebrating
the Juneteenth holiday and

things such as the recently
opened National Memorial
for Peace and Justice and
the Legacy Museum in
Montgomery, Ala., we can
address the issues of the
past that binds us to slavery
in the present.
For more information
about Midtown Celebrity
Club events, call Paulette
Jones at (727) 565-6094.

St. Pete celebrates Juneteenth
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Midtown Celebrity
Club, Inc. hosted a list of activities around town to celebrate Juneteenth, also
called Freedom Day.
The Midtown Celebrity
Club is a local grassroots
organization with the goal
of promoting and enhancing academic and cultural
opportunities for inner-city
youths. Through parent engagement, supporting academic excellence and
incorporating performing
arts, the club hopes to
make a difference, not only
on the south side of town
but throughout Pinellas
County.
Starting June 2, founder
Paulette Jones organized a
community revitalization
collaboration with the
Parks and Recreation Department of the City of St.
Petersburg. Along with the
youth in the club and city
employees, neighborhood
residents pitched in and
planted flowers and shrubs
to beautify Playlot #3, located on 17th Avenue and
17th Street South.
Saturday, June 16, Midtown Celebrity Club held its
traditional Juneteenth flag

raising ceremony at Enoch
Davis
Center.
Jones
thanked eventgoers for
coming out to commemorate “one of the most important
days
in
African-American history.”
Kyandra Darling ElAmin, a legislative aide
from City Council Chair
Lisa
Wheeler-Bowman,
presented Jones with a
proclamation signed by
Mayor Rick Kriseman, and
a proclamation from the
Pinellas County Commission was also presented.
A proclamation from
the State of Florida is expected to be presented by
Florida House Representative Wengay Newton in a
few days.
A dramatic performance given by Harriet Tubman impersonator Betty
Hayes wowed the crowd.
Singing, reflections on
black history and even ventriloquist and magician
Dave C. was on hand.
Pinellas County Urban
League President and CEO
Watson Haynes hailed the
event as a vehicle for galvanizing the community to realize and utilize its full
potential.
In a first, the club
hosted a Juneteenth Literacy Fest at the James Wel-

don Johnson Library on
June 19. The library furnished books on black history, and the children in
attendance were inducted
into the Midtown Celebrity
Club Reading Ninjas. Member of the Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority also joined in on
the fun.
So why is Juneteenth
such an important holiday
for African Americans?
First, Juneteenth commemorates the June 19, 1865, announcement
of
the abolition of slavery in
the state of Texas. Its name
is a blend of the words
“June” and “nineteenth,”
the date of its celebration.
In 1865 as the Civil War
came to an end, there were
a number of black people
still in slavery in less populated areas. In Texas, the
word did not get out until
Union General Gordon
Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas, and issued an
order officially freeing
them.
As the war raged on,
President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on
September 22, 1862, with
an effective date of January
1, 1863. It declared that all
enslaved
persons
in
the Confederate States of

America in rebellion and
not in Union hands were to
be freed. Texas didn’t get
the memo.
Juneteenth, in some
ways, epitomizes how freedom and justice in this
country have always been
delayed for black people.
The 13th amendment abolished slavery, but a caveat
was thrown in that said slavery was permissible as
punishment for a crime. So
even though slavery was
abolished, it created the
prison pipeline system for
African Americans, which
is essentially another form
of slavery.
Coupled with the 19th
and 20th centuries lynchings and Jim Crow laws,
and today’s racial profiling
and police brutality, it
sometimes feels reductive
to celebrate anything in
this country considering all
of the barriers in place to
impede black progress.
Bryan
Stevenson,
founder and executive director of the Equal Justice Initiative, said that in order to
move beyond the legacy of
slavery and the trauma that
it placed upon us, we must
acknowledge that this country was built on the backs of
the enslaved, generating
wealth for white Americans.
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Foundation for a Healthy St. Petersburg brings new community health
resource center to Lakeview Shopping Center
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Efforts towards creating
more community partnerships and greater health
equity in St. Petersburg
will get a major boost
when the Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg
(FHSP) opens the doors
to a new Social Change
Center in Lakeview Shopping Center.
Construction on the
new center, which moves
forward with a simple but
powerful mission — “to
end differences in health
due to social or structural
disadvantages and to improve population health” –
will begin in Nov.
FHSP he Foundation
is creating the center to
provide
much-needed
meeting spaces for Pinellas County organizations
to come together, share
resources, develop strategies and carry out initiatives. The Foundation’s
offices will occupy the
back portion of the building.
In the coming months,
community members –
especially those in the
surrounding neighborhoods – will be invited to
help design the resources
and programs at the facility, as well as to weigh in
on its final name.
“The center will be a

gathering place to listen,
learn, work, heal and create with like-minded people who have a vision for
addressing health equity
in
our
community,”
shared Dr. Katurah Jenkins-Hall, St. Pete native
and the foundation’s
board vice chair. “It will
not just be an office and
convening place, but a
welcoming space that we
hope will be utilized by
community
nonprofits
and residents.”
By placing an innovative and mission-driven
center in the long-abandoned 23,250 square-foot
vacant retail space at 2333
34th St. S, FHSP hopes to
supercharge community
initiatives that address the
greatest contributors to
poor health such as poor
dietary habits, lack of exercise, and most important, systemic racism and
poverty.
Since it launched in
2015, the FHSP has invested over $17 million
into the region through
projects and grants.
“Nothing
happens
without investment, and
the time is ripe to provide
resources to fuel the community’s wisdom about
social change,” said Randall H. Russell, president
and CEO of FHSP. “Persistent, intractable social
problems like poverty and
discrimination will not dis-

Dr. Katurah Jenkins-Hall

Dr. Jonathan M. Ellen

appear without concerted,
dedicated and focused efforts.”
Russell believes the
center will also encourage
the vision, creative problem solving and initiatives
that already exist in St.
Pete.
“The Social Change
Center will amplify the
wisdom and innovative
spirit that resides in the
community, particularly
among those who are
often not given a voice.
People are our greatest
asset and the single most
important driver of social
change, but they need
support to cultivate and
curate their wisdom into
solutions.”
The Center will also
provide an economic
boost to the area. The
Foundation is committed
to developing and using
local vendors and is expecting to see the facility

bring hundreds of visitors
to the neighborhood each
year through events and
activities.
“The Social Change
Center will support our
community in their pursuit of innovative solutions to the social
determinants of health,”
said Jonathan M. Ellen,
M.D., president and
CEO, and physician-inchief of Johns Hopkins All
Children’s Hospital and
FHSP’s board chair.
“As a society, we understand the need to fund
innovation in the fields of
business, medicine and
technology, but often fail
to invest in solutions to
health disparities and inequality, he said, noting
that the center will be a
community resource designed to empower residents to envision and
build a healthier and
more equitable south

Pinellas County.
About Foundation
for a Healthy St. Petersburg
FHSP is a private foundation formed in 2013 following the sale of the
nonprofit Bayfront Health
St. Petersburg. It is the
steward of almost $180
million in assets to support health equity in

Pinellas County. FHSP inspires and empowers people, ideas, information
exchange, organizations
and relationships to end
differences in health due
to social or structural disadvantages and improve
population health.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

Jackson said, proud of the
legacy that her father left.
“He truly believed that
music was the universal
language and it is absolutely the one thing children, I don’t care what
color they are, can relate
to.”
Flowers plans to hold a
special ceremony for all
who contributed to the Midtown Academy. So far,
$2,693 has been collected
with another $1,600 coming
in from projected donations.
“Our students need to
know that the community
is behind them,” averred
Flowers, who encouraged
all attendees to mentor a
child.
Just one hour of a volunteer’s time could be the
only hour a child has in a
day where they have the
full attention of an adult
who is concerned and
cares about their future,
she advised.

Pinellas
County
Schools Superintendent
Dr. Michael Grego concurred. He was approached by Flowers about
the fundraiser breakfast to
gain community attention
for Midtown Academy and
was thrilled.
“It really resonates with
me when a community
gets behind anything,” said
Grego, “especially if it’s in
the area of education.”
Grego encouraged the
community to keep the momentum going and to continue to use their contacts
and community resources
to do great things in not
only the Midtown area but
around St. Petersburg.
If you’d like to contribute to funding the Midtown Academy Center for
the Cultural Arts and
Gifted Studies, or just want
to get involved, contact
Midtown Academy at (727)
893-1358.

Breakfast with Musical Notes fundraiser
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The St. Petersburg Country Club hosted a breakfast
to not only pay tribute to
the Al Downing Tampa
Bay Jazz Association but to
raise money for musical instruments for students at
the new Midtown Academy Center for Cultural
Arts and Gifted Studies,
1701 10th St. S.
“You have made a
melodious sound that can
never be duplicated,” said
mistress of ceremony Kyesha Robinson. “You have
sounded the call from the
note of G to the note of E;
you are making the difference.”
With artists such as
Ella Fitzgerald, Cab Calloway and Ray Charles all
at one time performing at
the Manhattan Casino, the
rich tradition of music and

the performing arts is
being kept alive in south St.
Petersburg with the new
Midtown Academy geared
towards music.
“We know when a student finds that thing that
they can attach themselves
to. Not only do we see their
behavior change, but we
see their grades begin to
rise,” said Pinellas County
School Board Chair Rene
Flowers, who orchestrated
the breakfast to ensure students attending the revamped
Midtown
Academy will have access
to instruments for home
practice.
Flowers’ partner in
crime, President and CEO
of Advantage Village Academy Toriano Parker, encouraged the room to give
money for resources and
programs currently coming out of the academy as
well as the implementation
of programs in the future.

“A lot of bad things
come out of the school system,” said Parker, “so when
you see positive things like
at Midtown, you want to
draw attention to it.”
Positive things such as
community outreach projects going on now to
gather support for Midtown Academy and other in
need schools in the district
to obtain school supplies
for students and teachers.
Also, money for youth initiative grants that enable
young people to work in
the summer at various jobs
around the city.
Flowers wanted also to
use the breakfast to also
pay tribute to the Al Downing Tampa Bay Jazz Association (ADTBJA). Downing
was a great piano talent and
worked toward perpetuating jazz among young people everywhere he went. In
his later years, he organized music programs at

L-R, Midtown Academy Assistant Principal E. Ste’Phan Lane, Principal
Portia Slaughter, Toriano Parker and Rene Flowers

Gibbs High School.
Flowers remembers
Downing always being amicable at church and willing
to tickle the ivories even
when he may not have felt
quite up to it, so she
reached out to the ADTBJA.
“I wanted them to know
how much jazz means to
the community and what
music means and can do
for our students,” said
Flowers.
Already involved in
bringing outreach programs to school children,
the ADTBJA was thrilled to
adopt and come on board
at Midtown Academy.
Downing’s daughter, Dierdre
Downing-Jackson,
spoke of him devoting his
life to letting people know
that God came first and
that music was meant to
glorify Him.
“He always empowered
young people,” Downing-

Dierdre Downing-Jackson

Pinellas County Schools
Superintendent Dr. Michael Grego

JWB teams up with FEMA, Farmshare and local partners to
bring nourishing meals to Pinellas County
PINELLAS COUNTY,
FL – It was still dark outside
when two tractor trailers
loaded with surplus food arrived at a warehouse operated by the St. Petersburg
Free Clinic. Working in
partnership with the Juvenile Welfare Board (JWB),
staff unloaded 43 pallets of
pre-boxed,
shelf-stable
meals. This surplus food
had been staged by FEMA
in South Florida during
Hurricane Irma but was
about to expire.
“We became aware
through our local legislative

delegation that FEMA had
surplus food available; prepackaged meals with shelf
dates that were about to expire,” stated JWB Chief Executive Office Dr. Marcie
Biddleman. “The timing
couldn’t have been better
with children just out of
school for the summer.”
Since over half of Pinellas County School students
rely on free and reducedprice school lunches, many
children struggle to access
healthy food when school is
out. In Pinellas County
alone, 36,000 children are

considered food insecure,
and 7,000 chronically hungry. JWB oversees a childhood hunger collective
initiative focused on filling
food gaps for kids, especially over the summer.
One way is through the federally-funded
Summer
BreakSpot program. But
more meals are needed to
nourish hungry children.
“In total, our county received 26,400 shelf-stable
meals. Each kit includes a
ravioli pop-top, granola bar,
veggie straws/chips, fruit
cocktail, and juice. Food

that may have otherwise
gone unused in the wake of
Hurricane Irma has now
been redirected to Pinellas
County, and we couldn’t
thank FEMA, Farmshare,
and our partners enough,”
added Biddleman.
For more information
about the Juvenile Welfare
Board’s childhood hunger
collective initiative, visit
www.jwbpinellas.org. For
help finding free summer
meals for children in your
area, text “FoodFL” to 877877 or visit www.summerfoodflorida.org.

One of the charities, The Kind Mouse, brought
teen volunteers to help with the food pick-up.
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35 nonprofits will benefit from the newest component of the MBSK initiative
From GRANTS, front page

program.
Once the applications
were reviewed, the members came together and discussed their scores. All
meetings were open to the
public, so many of the recipients got a chance to see the
deliberations.
Felton, who is the director of Graduate Support as
Academy Prep, said their
goal was to fund as many organizations as they possibly
could with the limited resources they had.
“Unfortunately, everybody didn’t get funded only
because the funds were limited. We read some really
strong applications, and
that’s basically how we put
it together. It was done as a
group,” said Felton, who
also serves on the MLK
Day of Service Advisory
Committee.
Reed thanked all the
grant recipients for continuing to allow the city’s youth
to dream.
“It’s those dreams that
enable a kid…to become a
doctor, or a lawyer, or a successful business owner, or

Reggie Reed

maybe even the mayor of St
Petersburg, but in order for
those of you to succeed in
those dreams, as leaders,
we have to provide the resources,” averred Reed.
One such recipient is
the Arts Conservatory for
Teens (ACT), whose vision
is to improve the quality of
life for youth and teens
through the arts. Their
$22,500 grant will allow a female cohort to their Teens
in Power Today program,
which was strictly working
with
African-American
males in south St. Pete.
They will be launching
their pilot with 25 middle
and high school young
ladies that will now be involved in their youth empowerment and woman
empowerment programs.
Co-founder of ACT Herbert Murphy said they will
be bringing in local, regional and national speakers. The young ladies will
have a chance to learn
proper etiquette, attend empowerment workshops, receive
career
and
entrepreneurial training and

enrichment, and of course,
the arts will play a role in
their training.
“This is another important step in the commitment
that I made to our at-risk
youth more than two years
ago,” said Mayor Kriseman,
adding that they started out
with the My Brother’s
Keeper program that was
based on the model used by
President Obama and expanded it to become My
Brother’s and Sister’s
Keeper (MBSK).
MBSK is an initiative to
address persistent opportunity gaps faced by young
black boys and girls by ensuring that they will have a
chance to reach their full potential. Including the grant
money, the Not My Son, a
grassroots community outreach marketing campaign
to promote positive achievement and anti-crime awareness, and the Cohort of
Champions, a training program that involves educational,
entrepreneurial,
workforce and enrichment
training opportunities, are
all under the umbrella of the

mayor’s commitment.
City Hall was teaming
with non-profit organizations collecting their checks
and chomping at the bit to
get started on helping the
youth in St. Pete.
For example, the Youth
Development Foundation of
Pinellas, whose purpose is
to enhance the quality of life
for targeted youth and families in Pinellas County, received $8,600 to expand
their AKA Academy Program. They will use the
money to focus on civic
leadership and engagement.
“So we’re going to…
start with our city government and county government and then state
government,” said program
chair Lisa Brody. “And then
it will culminate with the
federal government, and
then we’ll take them to
Washington, D.C., to see
how it all comes together.”
Director of Kappa
League Male Leadership Institute LaShante Keys said
their $4,900 grant will help
them expand the program.

The program works with
African-American boys to
ensure self-improvement.
Aware that not everyone
will make it to college, he
said the money will go towards introducing “them
into fields where they can
actually start working soon
as they get out of high
school.”
The Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL) received $17,500 to work with
children in the Jordan Park
complex. They are implementing what is called Tune
Into Reading, a researchedbased reading program that
is known for having a positive impact on AfricanAmerican children.
This grant will help with
the installation of computers and software at Jordan
Park and also at the Police
Athletic League, who picks
up the complex’s children
during the summer and will
be opening a center onsite
in August.
“It’s a program that we
really want to see implemented in all the recreation
centers, in all the schools.

Right, Thaise
Educational and
Exposure Tours,
who received
$745, grant
money will go
towards two
college tours
and activities for
the summer.
Above, Charlotte
Anderson and
Watson Haynes
Lisa Brody,
left, and
Cassandra
Williams
Clayton Sizemore

It’s proven, it works and
African-American kids have
shown some reading improvements,” said Watson
Haynes, president & CEO
of PCUL.
With the $7,422 grant,
Clayton Sizemore with the
Urban Yoga Foundation is
hoping to expand his program into more schools in
south St. Pete. The foundation works with underserved
communities,
exposing children to health
and holistic issues using the
practice of yoga.
They are currently in
five schools and a few recreation centers. Sizemore has
his eyes set on the Thomas
“Jet” Jackson and Childs
Park Recreation Centers
next.
“We can’t do it alone in
city government, and really,
quite frankly, we shouldn’t,”
said the mayor, adding that
if St. Pete is to reach its vision of being a city of opportunity for all, it will take “all
of us working together as
one community with the
goal of creating a better
community for our kids.”
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NAACP’s Freedom Fund and Juneteenth Celebration
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The
St.
Petersburg
Branch NAACP held its
2018 Freedom Fund and
Juneteenth Celebration
Saturday, June 16 under
an air conditioning tent at
Vinoy Park.
President Maria L.
Scruggs reminded everyone that as recently as last
year’s gathering — even
though it raised money —
the “focus” was missing,
specifically “why we do
what we do.”
“So the celebration
today,” she said, “and why
we’ve asked you to join us
today is because of the
work that we must do tomorrow to end such social,
economic
and
political inequity for people of color.”
In the 21st century,
African Americans are still
shackled mentally, she
averred, and the purpose
of the afternoon was to
begin to acknowledge

that.
“You can’t fix it if you
don’t call it out,” Scruggs
said. “And we’re going to
call it out boldly; we’re
going to recognize that a
part of this healing is
going to be with us understanding our history.”
She pointed out that
the centerpiece jars filled
with soil on the tables represented the more than
300 souls that were
lynched in the state of
Florida. She encouraged
everyone to take them
home as a reminder that
before African Americans
can reach any real social,
economic and political justice, they must acknowledge how they got there.
Even today, though
African Americans aren’t
physically lynched as par
for the course in this country anymore, she stated
that “we are economically
lynched, we are socially
lynched, we are educationally lynched and we are
politically lynched to the

point that we don’t know
what it looks like!”
She added: “We must
own and we must acknowledge before we
move forward.”
Scruggs
presented
this year’s President’s
Award for community
service to Chris Cooper,
the first African-American
K-9 officer with the St.
Pete Police Department.
Another
President’s
Award for demonstrating
ongoing service and ongoing support of the
NAACP’s mission went to
the husband and wife
team of Poul and April
Hornsleth.
To illustrate just how
long the Hornsleths have
been honorably serving
the community, Scruggs
revealed that when she
was a youth member of
the NAACP at 16 years
old, Poul and April were
serving on the executive
committee. Scruggs is
now 60 years old.
“Everyone should be a

part of the struggle,” Poul
said. “It’s a lifelong commitment. You’ve got to
keep moving forward and
helping until true equal
opportunity happens for
all people in this great
country. We’re all involved
in it.”
During the annual appeal for membership, he
added that though the
NAACP is a strong organization, it’s not a strong financial organization and
called for lifetime memberships. Other worthy
organizations such as the
Urban League receive corporate
contributions,
Hornsleth said, while the
NAACP does not.
Treasurer Kent Channer conceded that though
the organization has had
issues in the past regarding its finances, it is now
on a “solid foundation.”
He noted that for the last
three years under President Scruggs’ leadership,
the branch’s financial
statements have been au-

dited by licensed, certified
public accountants.
“We’ve gotten a clean
bill of health,” Channer
said, “and that’s very important to share because
that means that every dollar that flows through the
treasury funds is adequately accounted for.”
Monthly bank reconciliations, quarterly financials, and even the
Freedom Fund celebration are properly budgeted, he added.
“So if anyone is ever
concerned about the financial management of
your local NAACP branch,
I encourage them — give
me a call,” said Channer,
adding that this is the
third year running that
the branch is financially
compliant with the national standards.
Political Action Chairwoman Erika Lopez-Zwolski pointed out that part of
the NAACP’s job is to educate residents and voters
of the candidates that are

currently running for the
school board.
“We’ve got to begin the
process of educating ourselves about who we are
voting for,” Scruggs emphasized. “The days of just
showing up to the polls
have gotten us what?
Nothing! If we’re going to
ever, ever expect to benefit from the people that
represent us, we got to
take time to learn about
those individuals.”
This year’s Morris Milton Scholarship Award
went to Timothy Garner, a
Gibbs High School graduate who will be headed to
the University of South
Florida, while the Garnell
Jenkins
Scholarship
Award was awarded to
Deaja Henry, who will be
majoring in nursing.
Both Timothy and
Deaja received $1,500 to
help ease the expenses of
higher education.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
SPHA displaces the elderly and disabled
Dear Editor:
The Word of God has
always taught me to make
sure I respect and honor
my elders and the least of
these who may not have a
voice due to socio-economic status, disability
and race. As a son of a
very strong black woman
who
suffers
from
Alzheimer’s disease, I take
that charge very seriously
as a son, a pastor and a
community leader to take
care of the least of these.
But I write to you today
in sadness, anger and disgust. Recently, I toured
two very different housing
complexes, the historic
Jordan Park and the Palms
Apartments, both in St.
Pete. But here is where
my sadness, anger and disgust came in.
There is a section of
Jordan Park called the Jordan Park Senior Village.
From the outside, these
houses are very beautiful
and were a seemingly respectful place to live with a
porch, front lawns and a
backyard that gave our
seniors and disabled resi-

dents great pride to call it
home.
But these most precious of our residents have
been displaced by the St.
Petersburg Housing Authority, and we want to
know why?
The answers provided
by the SPHA are that
these houses are uninhabitable and must be demolished. They said the cost
to rehab these homes
would exceed the cost of
demolishing them. This
assertion was alluded to
without any figures given
to the residents supporting that, and to other community
leaders
who
requested those reports
from the SPHA.
We demand answers
now! Quite frankly, I did
not see homes beyond repair. I saw homes that gave
residents pride and a
sense of belonging. How
dare anyone take their
homes and their lifeblood,
which they placed in their
homes and put them in a
disgusting slum-like environment.
Would you want your

mother living in places like
the Palms Apartments?
These displaced residents were given a Choice
Voucher to surrender their
homes within 90 days and
move to other apartments
who would accept Choice
vouchers, which leads me
to the Palms Apartments
that I also toured.
No decent place to live
would accept Choice
Vouchers. Only places like
the Palms Apartments,
which were quite frankly
disgusting. It appears that
the SPHA knew this but
could care less about the
fate of these displaced seniors and disabled residents.
Recently ABC Action
News reported that Pinellas County Housing leaders are in a desperate dash
to find homes for 2,271
people on an affordable
housing waiting list. The
families are stranded because there aren’t enough
affordable apartments willing to take Section 8 housing vouchers.
County leaders are trying to find landlords with

vacant units willing to rent
to families who need a second chance. The displaced
Jordan Park Senior Village
residents appeared to have
suffered this fate without a
voice for their blight.
As a pastor, who has
seniors and disabled members in my congregation, I
plan to be that voice. I’m
pissed off. It pains me to
say that this would not be
happening if these residents were predominantly
white in a predominantly
white area of St. Petersburg.
I want to go on record
as being against the demolition of the historic Senior Village at Jordan Park!
We must do what we can
to preserve Elder Jordan’s
legacy! What SPHA is proposing for the historic Senior Village and the manner
in which this has been
handled is unacceptable!
We are in a housing crisis and SPHA has displaced our elderly and
disabled residents to deplorable living conditions,
and now the Senior Village
has 31 vacant homes with

construction
fencing
around it!
How can you plan to
demolish the Senior Village when you have not
even secured funding to
do so?
I hear the cries of
these lifelong St. Petersburg residents who only
want decent and sanitary
housing, which is every
resident’s civil and human
right. These precious residents need a voice and
righteous representation.
I am calling on each
pastor, each community
leader in this city to join
me in righteous indignation to this awful injustice
being done to the least of
these. My own dear
mother would expect nothing less of me in this fight
for justice. She raised me
better than that.
Don’t tell us the lies
and nonsense about “it’s
their choice” to live in
places like the dilapidated
Palms Apartments when
residents were given a
Choice Voucher, a short
period of time to find housing and limited options in

Rev. G. Gregg Murray
accordance with HUD requirements for safe and
sanitary housing, which is
practically nonexistent.
If you missed the
SPHA board meeting that
addressed this issue,
please write a letter to
them showing support for
the ethical treatment of
our elderly and disabled
citizens.
We are demanding the
rehab of the Senior Village, and to bring the displaced seniors and those
with disabilities back
home where they belong.
Rev. Dr. G. Gregg Murray, Senior Pastor, Mt. Zion
Primitive Baptist Church

St. Pete’s Finest: Master Chief Petty The Rotary Club honors
Officer Earl Johnson
community leader
ST. PETERSBURG – A
pinning ceremony for St.
Petersburg native Earl
Johnson took place May
26 at the St. Petersburg
Country Club. In the
armed forces since 1994,
the ceremony signified a
new position of leadership
and responsibility.
Now a Master Chief
Petty Officer, Johnson enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps 24 years
ago. In 2000, he joined the
navy and served as an
electrician’s mate aboard

the amphibious assault
ship USS Iwo Jima, and a
gas turbine system technician aboard the destroyer
USS Stump.
Throughout his 18year career in the navy,
the 42-year-old has been
station all around the
world from Virginia to
Japan, serving in various
positions.
Johnson is now the
senior enlisted advisor to
the commanding officer,
which entails being a fulltime consultant to the

ship executives on things
that concern the crew
whether personal or professional.
Johnson is the proud
father of Earl Johnson Jr.
and Demetrius Marquis
Johnson and will soon be
married to his lovely fiancé Jang Hee Chong. His
mother, Jan’ear F. Simpson, could not be more
proud of her son.
Congratulations Master Chief Petty Officer
Earl Johnson!

ST. PETERSBURG —
Michael Shorter is the
2018 recipient of the Rotary Club of St. Petersburg’s 4 – WAY TEST
AWARD for providing
outstanding service to
the Rotary Club and the
St. Petersburg community. The award was presented at the club’s
annual recognition dinner on June 15 at the St.
Petersburg Yacht Club.
The award includes a
$1,000 contribution from
the club to the Rotary
Foundation in Shorter’s
name, making him a Paul
Harris Fellow (named
after the founder of Rotary International).
In addition to serving
on the board of directors
for the club and chairing
the invocation committee, Shorter is also active
in the community. He is
an Eagle Scout, ordained
deacon, leader of Generation Restored Young
Adults, president of 1st
Downs 4 Life, Inc. and a
council member of the
St. Pete Young Professionals.

He and his wife Ashley have two children. He
works for Anderson McQueen Family Tribute
Centers.
The Rotary Club of
St. Petersburg was chartered on January 3,

1920. The club is the oldest and one of the largest
civic clubs in St. Petersburg. The club meets
every Friday at noon at
the St. Petersburg Yacht
Club.

Mike Shorter, right, receiving an award from
Rotary Club President Roy Adams.

Calling all 100-year-old citizens
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Beth Reynolds, director
of photography and documentar y
photographer, is creating a
portfolio of portraits of
local centenarians to
honor their life and celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Morean
Arts Center. Portraits
will be part of a traveling exhibit for AARP
and will also be displayed around St. Pete
at various events.
They are hoping to
gather
wonderful
quotes and life lessons
from the 100- year-old
volunteers. Each participant will receive an
8x10 photograph and
the high-resolution digital file for the family.
If you have a family
member who would like

Wilbur, 100 years young
to participate in the project, please call or email
Beth Reynolds at 727-

822-7872 ext. 2133 or
beth.reynolds@moreanartscenter.org

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
R’Club’s 11th annual celebration breakfast
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
R’Club, Inc. and Louise
Graham Regeneration Center, Inc. held their annual
celebration breakfast last
month at the historic Coliseum. For 11 years, these
breakfasts have served as
sort of a report card to the
community to show the
progress of the organization.
A leader in early learning and youth programs,
R’Club was established as a
nonprofit corporation in
1976 to provide high quality accessible and affordable before and after school
programs in response to a
critical need identified by a
community-wide
task
force.
Over the years, R’Club
has expanded to include
high-quality nationally accredited full day early
learning, VPK, Head Start
and Early Head Start classrooms, before and after
school elementary and
middle school high-quality
enrichment and enhancement programs for more
than 4,000 children daily
from eight weeks to 14
years old.
“We make every effort
to have the highest quality
programs available for children and families. One of
the indicators of high qual-

ity is national accreditation
of our early learning centers,” said Executive Director Art O’Hara, adding that
accreditation is just another
indicator that they’re doing
what they need to do to
help prepare children to be
school ready.
Crystal Taylor, CEO of
EduMatrix, which specializes in program evaluation,
was on hand to say a few
words about how their assessments see nothing but
success for R’Club’s afterschool programs.
“Year after year we
have found based on the
data that R’Club is successful and truly at the top of
their game. Students are
making As in English,
math and science,” said
Taylor, who measures success by analyzing pre and
post-test scores, mid-test
scores, report card grades,
parent surveys, among others quantitative and qualitative data.
“Even though it’s an afterschool program, they are
teaching things that are not
covered in the school day,”
she said, noting that social
skills, health and physical
education are taught outside of academics.
O’Hara was proud to report the progress of Happy
Workers Learning Center,
which they took over last
year. On top of a facelift,
they’ve revamped the pro-

Art O’Hara

Crystal Taylor

David Jolly

Dr. Tonjua Williams

gram by implementing R’Club’s high-quality procedures and policies, a new
curriculum and added a lot
of training for the teachers.
“The curriculum is a
creative curriculum, which
is a nationally-normed, evidence-based curriculum,
and the kids are responding tremendously,” stated
O’Hara.
The entire construction
project should be completed by the end of the
year and will be able to enroll up to 120 children.
O’Hara touted the
HIPPY Program (Home Instruction for Parents and
Preschool Youngsters) that
has been able to expand
through funding from the
Juvenile Welfare Board.
The program is a homebased, parent involvement,
school readiness program

that helps parents prepare
their three, four and fiveyear-old children for success in school and in life.
HIPPY helps parents
empower themselves as
their
children’s
first
teacher by giving them the
tools, skills and confidence
they need to work with
their children at home. As
high as 96 percent of program participants enter
kindergarten on grade
level.
Louise Graham Regeneration Center
The Louise Graham Regeneration Center is a nonprofit
corporation
established in 1949 by Mrs.
Louise Graham to assist
developmentally disabled
adults to become more independent. Today, the center continues her vision by
providing developmentally

disabled adults with highquality adult daily living
and pre-vocational training.
The center has a variety
of work programs such as
Secure Shred of Florida, a
secure document destruction business. The center
also features packaging,
paper and cardboard recycling that provides paid employment and training
opportunities for consumers as well as operational funds for the
program.
“We’re excited about
what we’ve done this year.
We’ve added employees;
we’ve added jobs for folks
with disabilities, and the
program is growing by
leaps and bounds,” said
O’Hara.
The center teaches
daily living skills, employability skills and has leisure

time activities. Some participants are doing well
enough to be placed in
competitive employment
off-site.
The center continues to
grow, and you can help
with that growth by contacting them for secure
document destruction or
recycling your cardboard.
“What a great way to
create employment for
folks with disabilities and to
do a good thing for the environment,” stated O’Hara.
The morning wrapped
up with former U.S. Representative David Jolly and
St. Petersburg College
President Dr. Tonjua
William as keynote speakers.
To donate to R’Club or
Louise Graham Regeneration Center, please call
(727) 578-5437.

Scantling considers the
little availability of mentors
as one of the challenges
faced by minority communities in the United States.
There’s a need of having
successful people coming
back to their neighborhoods and sharing their
experiences, struggles
and successes.
There’s also a need for
networking.
It is difficult for minorities to establish a professional network of contacts.
Black people do not do the
same type of networking
that some of the other
races can do. A lot of the
minority business owners
don’t have the same connections with some of
those higher CEOs.
The challenges are
there, but how is it possible to confront them? According to Scantling,
minorities need to get out
of their comfort zone.
“If we’re honest with
ourselves, we have very
few successful AfricanAmerican businesses in
the south St. Petersburg
area. One of the goals is
not to [stay] on 22nd

Street, but to revitalize
small businesses,” Scantling said.
Beyond the typical
beauty salons, food
restaurants and cleaning
companies,
Scantling
feels minorities can do
more.
“The millennials are
thinking outside the
box,” she said. “Our generational shift is going to
continue to change the
dynamics of what we’ve
seen in the past. I don’t
think we’ll ever get away
from the top three, but
other things will start to
come into place.”
Setting up
For those wanting to
start a business, Scantling
recommends having a
plan. Getting registered or
having a tax ID number
doesn’t guarantee the success of your work. You
need to figure out who you
are, and who will be your
target audience.
She recommends identifying how much it’s
going to take to get your
company up and running.
It’s necessary to have a
plan that outlines what you

Tahisia Scantling
want for the outcome of
your business. Also, understand how long it’s
going to take you to generate revenue.
The expert points to
three areas to consider
when thinking about opening a new business: technology, consulting and
selling products to the government.
“They are the largest
consumer. Find something
to sell to the government.
Everything that you can
think of, they buy it. Just
find out how to get it into
their hands,” she said.
This story is part of a
50-article series honoring
black women in the Tampa
Bay area.

Moore began writing
to express his feelings and
escape his reality. After
writing in a journal during
high school, he found a
love for writing poetry. He
describes an intimacy in
poetry that gave him a
feeling of escape and support.
He felt safe in the
rhythm of his writings that
he did not get from
schoolwork. Writing gave
Moore freedom and confidence.
When he completed
high school, he still found
himself at home feeling
depressed with no aspirations. He knew that he
needed to get away and
experience life. Therefore,
he left Maryland and
came to Florida.
The plan was to move
in with his sister here in
St. Pete, but when that fell
through, Moore regis-

tered at Pinellas County
Job Corps.
Located at 500 22nd St.
S, Job Corps is a no-cost
education and career technical training program administered by the U.S.
Department of Labor that
helps young people ages
16 to 24 improve the quality of their lives through
career technical and academic training.
“I already had my high
school diploma, but Job
Corps helped me get a driver’s license,” said Moore,
adding that he was able to
become a certified medical assistant, receive his
CPR and OSHA certifications.
Life is definitely progressing since enrolling at
Job Corps, and Moore
wants young people to
wake up and not sleep on
big opportunities. He is
currently preparing to en-

Tyrone Moore
roll at St. Petersburg College to become an art
therapist.
Through the turbulence of his past, Moore
has awakened to see himself as a little cub that has
grown into a lion. Rather
than letting the world affect him, he has positioned himself to influence
the world.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Helping African-American businesses
BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
There was very little leadership during Tahisia
Scantling’s childhood on
13th Avenue and Melrose
Street. For a young
African-American girl living in a poor neighborhood, having a role model
was very challenging.
That obstacle didn’t
stop Scantling from growing up and making a difference. She created an
enterprise called Crossroads Consulting, and it’s
the coordinator of The
Tampa Bay Black Business Investment Corp’s
CATCH small business
program.
Scantling aims to provide economic empowerment
to
minority
companies that want to do
business with the government, municipalities or
large corporations but
don’t know where to start.
Her ultimate goal is to
be able to be a change
agent and to help people
who, because of their gen-

der or race, have to confront more difficulties
along the road.
Scantling herself is familiar with facing obstacles based on her race. As
a business banker, none of
her clients were black. She
was often the only African
American in the office, but
the challenges that came
with that didn’t stop her.
The CATCH coordinator and independent business consultant learned to
adapt and enjoyed being
the “only” black person.
“I tell my kids all the
time, ‘there is no such
thing as I can’t.’ We are in
control of our destiny,” she
said.
Working as a contracting officer, Scantling realized that she needed to do
something else. The statistics showed her that disparities were prevalent in
the industry. That’s when
she decided to get a master’s degree in government
contracts
and
administration.
She used her knowledge to help other minority companies to compete
for government contracts

and have the opportunity
to win.
She also realized that
the owners of small, minority businesses tend to
have more difficulties approaching governmental
agencies that, in fact, offer
help to these types of companies. Scantling hopes
that her company will be
an alternative for them to
be able to have access to
the bureaus.
Challenges
Classes in the CATCH
small business program
are filled with women
eager to improve. Nine out
of ten participants tend to
be female.
For Scantling, women
are a little bit more advanced. Men are the majority in businesses, but
they lack ability in the
structure part.
“They don’t do it as
well. We’re working on developing something that
will focus on men. They
have different challenges
than the ones faced by
women,” she said. “There
is a very strong need for
services for African-American men.”

Tyrone Moore: ‘Are You Awake?’
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
One might suggest that
America has been in Rip
Van Winkle mode for
quite some time. The
African-American community appears to have hit
the snooze button a few
times too many in the past
decade.
However, there are
some young people who
are aware that being
awake is a prerequisite to
making forward progress
and are willing to make
their voice heard.
Can you hear me as I
speak?
Do you feel that your
flame has reached its peak?
Like an ember, just
don’t forget to remember
that you are a different person than you were in December.
Stay Awake!

That passage is from a
poem Tyrone Moore
wrote called “Are You
Awake.” A 21-year-old visionary who expresses
himself through writing,
he is a poet who uses his
prose to release inner feelings and frustrations
brought on by a world that
in his eyes is filled with apathy, hatred and neglect.
Moore grew up in
Boonsboro, Md., a small
town where the population was 3,336 in the 2010
census. Growing up, he
experienced a lot of
racism and ridicule. There
were many times that he
felt lonely and even
backed in a corner.
“Here I am, this
African-American kid with
one younger brother at
home, my dad is a pastor
and we lived in this non-diverse, backwoods country
place. I had both parents

at home, but at times I felt
depressed and unsure of
myself.”
Moore’s
isolation
started in the second
grade when he was hit by
a car and severely injured.
He stayed in the hospital
for a year and a half with a
broken femur and with
traumatic brain injuries.
He was labeled medically
non-functional.
He began physical and
psychological therapy and
repeated his third-grade
year. The result of his
medical challenges made
his years in school very
difficult.
“I became depressed
trying to come to terms
with my plight and condition. I often found myself
trying to figure out who I
was,” said Moore. “At
times I felt like my parents
didn’t care and I was this
disgusting person.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

The Great Manipulation
“...Naked came I out of mother’s womb,
and naked shall I return thither. The LORD
gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed
be the name of the LORD.” Job 1:21
It is important to remember,
“We can do all things through JESUS
CHRIST who strengthens us.” HE alone is
LORD and SAVIOR.
HE directs our path in righteousness, if we
would only obey HIS commands. The FATHER
in Heaven, Our LORD and SAVIOR JESUS
CHRIST and the HOLY SPIRIT are all we’ll
ever need.
The enemy is not wise but deceitful. The
enemy does not seek peace. The enemy manipulates for evil. The enemy flees at the name of
JESUS.
As we live on this earth, GOD wants us prepared for the attack of the enemy by diligently
seeking HIS Living Word in JESUS.
So many of our loved ones are focusing on
money, not JESUS, on self not JESUS, on material gain not JESUS, on taking and not giving.
The enemy is manipulating the destruction
of so many lives because they are not focused
on the goodness, grace and mercy of JESUS.
Those walking by faith are blessed with a
spiritual vision, knowing that "whatever is done

in darkness will be revealed in the light".
No matter what the enemy throws at the
righteous, the Blood of JESUS always covers
and protects. Remember that the enemy can't
manipulate one if one forever operates out of
truth and love.
GOD gives those who diligently seek HIM
wisdom to walk in righteousness and survive
every attack of the enemy.
We must recognize the great manipulation
of the enemy is defeated because the victory is
in JESUS.
“NO WEAPON FORMED AGAINST
GOD’S SAINTS WILL EVER PROSPER IN
JESUS.”
“Because thou hast made the LORD, which
is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; There shall no evil befall thee neither shall
any plague come nigh thy dwelling.” Psalm
91:9-10
“If you make the Most High your dwelling
place, even the LORD, who refuge, then no
harm will befall you, neither shall any plague
come nigh thy dwelling.”
GOD WILL GUARD YOU IN ALL YOUR
WAYS !!!
TO GOD BE THE GLORY IN JESUS
CHRIST !! AMEN
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. John 14:1
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and
congregation thank God for
his continual mercy, grace
and abundant blessings. We
strive to give God our utmost
praise for the awesome gift
of His Son, Jesus Christ and
extend to our community an
invitation to share in our
praise as we pursue our mission of Creating a BibleBased Haven of Hope, Help,
and Healing.
An addition to Sunday’s
service was acknowledging
the 2018 St. Mark Graduates. Pastor Brown’s Message was entitled: A New
Beginning with scripture
coming from Proverbs 3:5-6.
Pastor Brown posed and
answered the question: As
You Embark on a New Path
What’s Needed? The answers: (1) Trust God’s presence on the path; (2) Trust
God’s promises for the path;

and (3) Trust God’s power
along the path. This was a
word for all. Graduates as
they start a new beginning
and to every believer as we
are granted a new beginning
each day of our lives. As always, we invite you to join us
on Sundays at 10:45 to receive the full depth of each
message.
Congratulations to High
School graduates Desmond
Douglas, JC Pritchett III,
Tenejah Walker, Kaja Wilson
and Nya Wilson. Congratulations to College Graduates
Melanie
Coney,
Carla
Crumb, Brianca Major, Alicia Mosley and D’Mitri
Payne II. Congratulations
also to Seminary Graduate
Sandra Williams.
St. Mark will close out
June with a pool party for the
youth sponsored by the
YAMS Ministry on June 30
and our monthly bowling
outing with Mt. Pilgrim and
Mt Calvary at the Sunrise
Bowling Alley also on June
30 at 4:00 pm. Come out and

Pastor’s Corner
see who’ll walk away as the
high scoring team.
Coming up during the
week of June 11 us Vacation
Bible School using the Shipwrecked – Rescued by Jesus
theme. Classes will be set
up for all age groups. Special
invitation to our neighbors in
the Childs Park neighborhood to join us during this
week of having great fun
while we learn more about
Jesus!!
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2:00 4:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a
heart for the people), the Official Family and Members
welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church.
Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us
to much, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:

fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”:
Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available - Call the Church at
(727) 906-8300 – Monday –
Friday from 9:00 AM – 3:00
PM.
CELEBRATING 90 AT
THE SHIP
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENTS:
NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS:
WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD AT 12 NOON AND
7:00 PM WILL BE BACK
ON AUGUST 8, 2018...
NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO
STUDY AT HOME, WE
ARE IN THE BOOK OF
ZECHARIAH.
Please save the dates for
our Annual Family and
Friends Celebration. Sunday, August 19, 2018, 7:45
am & 10:45 am. In addition
the Annual Family and
Friends Reunion Choir Musical Starting on Thursday,
August 16, 2018 at 7:00 pm,
through Saturday, August
18, 2018, Workshop, please
register today, ALL past
members and any member
of the church are encouraged to be apart of this REUNION CHOIR. Finally
please remember If you
were born in March (Tribe
of Gad) and April (Tribe of
Judah) and also serve on the
Adult Dance Ministry. Your

presence is needed at the
next Family and Friends
planning meeting on every
Mondays at 7:30 pm. Sister
Gail Jenkins Chairperson
and Sister Cynthia Pierce,
Co-Chairperson.
West Coast News: West
Coast District Association,
Congress of Christian Education Annual Session, July
10-13, 2018, General Assembly will begin at 11:30 am
daily and Dean Elder Sharon
Saulsby will deliver her final
Annual Address, Tuesday
evening. Theme: Timothy
2:15... “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.” Time to
make your Hotel Registration: Holiday Inn Express
Orlando, 5605 Major Boulevard, Orlando, Florida
32819, (407) 363-1333.
Guest Room Commitment:
West Coast Baptist Association= 1 King Bed / 2 Double
Beds, $101.00 and add the
state and local taxes currently 12.5% in effect of the
time of check in. Check In
time is 4:00 pm and Check
Out time is 11:00 am. Delegates will call the hotel directly to book rooms. This
hotel is approximately 7
miles from the Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Institutional
Church, Dr. Robert M.
Spooney, Pastor / West
Coast Congress President,
535 W. Washington Street,
Orlando, Florida – (407) 4230023.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

What are you going to speak?
“The Lord has given me the tongue of the
learned that I might speak a word in season
to him that is weary (Isaiah 50:11).”
Words are spiritual. When we speak, we
enter into the spiritual realm. The atmosphere is fertile ground, pregnant with possibilities. Our words are creative forces in that
universe of possibilities. Our words are our
servants bringing to pass and fulfilling whatever we speak. Be it a fatal speech or lifegiving discourse, our words are like computers.
They do only what we tell them to do.
We are the living Word. It is up to us to
speak life. People have heard enough bad
news they are waiting on us to speak the
good news. “The earnest expectation of creation waits for manifestation of the sons of
God (Romans 8:19).” Some are discouraged,
and they are waiting for us to speak words of
encouragement. Others may be experiencing
a health challenges and they are waiting for

us to speak healing. Many people are facing
financial challenges and they are waiting for
us to speak prosperity.
Despite negative appearances, we have
the right to speak that which is positive. No
matter how unfavorable the external conditions may seem, we have the privilege to
speak that which is good. Our ability to control our speech to the point that we are speaking only life is a direct reflection of our
spiritual maturity level and our ability to navigate in the spiritual realm.
Every day we are given an awesome responsibility to use our mouths to create the
world that we desire. Every minute we have
a choice as to what type of words we are
going speak. Are we going to speak life as
Jesus Christ did or are we going to be conformed to the world around us and speak
death? The question is what are we going to
speak? For more information about the
power of our words, read James chapter 3.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Silver Lake Boys Associated hold ‘Ballin’ For a Cause’
3-on-3 Youth Basketball Tournament
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
When Kelvin Stewart and
James Swain were growing
up, Silver Lake offered the
kind of neighborhood community of old: neighbors
knew neighbors, families
knew the support of relatives nearby and day-to-day
life was much less hectic.
Since the Silver Lake
Boys Associated (SLBA)
officially jumped off in 2014,
Stewart and Swain have
been giving young and old
in the Silver Lake community opportunities to experience those good old days
once again.
“We are a grassroots
community-based social
group,” explained organization Vice President James
Swain.
Swain and Stewart grew
up together in the same Silver Lake neighborhood.
“We remember growing up when there was togetherness
in
the
neighborhood, and there
were a lot of positive memories that were created.”
Swain and Stewart felt
others would appreciate
some of that former community spirit.
“We decided, let’s create some of those events
and create memories — not
just for the kids in the community, but also for the
adults,” Swain shared.
SLBA has held back-toschool supply giveaways,
family fun days, open
mikes, artist showcases
and vendor markets. The
organization also holds an
annual Halloween celebration for the kids. Most of it,

said Swain, has happened
at the Silver Lake Park on
13th Street and 11th Avenue South.
Like neighborhoods
across the country, the Silver Lake area has changed
dramatically from the days
of Swain’s childhood.
“Growing up, many of
the families that lived in that
neighborhood stayed in the
neighborhood,” recalled
Swain. “But, it’s a thing
that’s going on nationally
where there’s been such an
erosion in black neighborhoods and black communities – people move in and
move out, and you don’t
know your neighbors.”
While the SBLA had, at
its height, around 12 members, now Stewart, Swain
and On the Beat St. Pete’s
Sharlene Emmanuel count
themselves as the three remaining members.
“We’ve had people who
were more visible in the
past, who would come to
our meetings, but they
don’t come anymore.”
Swain seemed understanding about the drop-off,
acknowledging that with
family and the years passing by, life can get in the
way.
“There are a lot of people who still support us —
so when we put on an event
they’re there, or they’ll support any way they can.”
Throughout, Stewart
and Swain have been steadfast in their determination
to bring “the village” mentality back to their neighborhood. They grew up at
a time when they knew the
people down the street and
the next street over.
“But over time that’s

changed, and it’s really
sad,” he said. And with that,
the sense of community
has been lost, so we’re just
trying to bring it back, to revisit it, so to speak.”
Swain also credited the
influence of Stewart’s
uncle, the Uhuru Movement’s Omali Yeshitela, as
part of their unwavering
commitment to making a
difference.
“Kelvin, along with
Keith Stewart, his brother,
grew up under the influence of the Movement,
which is all about community, and me being a close
friend of theirs, it kind of
rubbed off on me,” Swain
reflected.
There’s a small group of
them who are programmed
alike, and for them, community is important. They
decided to do something
for their neighborhood by
creating a future for the
kids, and those neighborhood kids have been the
driving force behind the
SBLA’s mission.
“When we have events
in the community, the kids,
they’re excited,” said Swain,
adding that people always
come up to them wanting to
know why they are putting
on the event or if it’s free.
SLBA have plenty of cookouts where the food is free,
something that’s a rarity in
this day.
“Just come as you are;
we’re going to feed everybody until the food runs
out.”
Swain feels today’s
youth need more support;
his concern for their future
was evident.
“We’re living in tough
times. When you look at

what’s going on with the
black youth, there’s a lot
more obstacles out there
for them to deal with than
when we were growing up;
there are a lot more pitfalls
out there for them,” he
noted.
This is part of the reason the SLBA is constantly
on the hunt for ways to involve the youth, and part of
how they came up with the
idea to do the 3-on-3 tournament last Saturday, June
23 at Campbell Park.
“It’s something that’s on
our minds constantly. We’re
always thinking about what
can we do, and basketball is
a popular sport, kids love
basketball,” he asserted.
The non-competitive
event for youngsters in
middle and high school was
held the day before National HIV Testing Day, so
in conjunction with the
Health Department and

Kelvin Stewart, left, and James Swain
The Burg Cares, there was ted to being part of the soan education and preven- lution.
tion component added to
“I think that society and
stop the spread of HIV.
the media have really gotten
Also, in attendance was us away from being commuOn the Beat St. Pete, I Sup- nity-based,” declared Swain.
port Youth, Left Lane En- “That old saying that we
tertainment, Community heard growing up, ‘it takes a
Development and Training, village’— we’ve gotten away
Accountable Tax Solutions from that… and we want to
and 909 Films, along with bring that back.”
others.
To reach J.A. Jones,
The SBLA has realized email jjones@theweeklychala problem and is commit- lenger.com.
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